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About This Survey 
The City of Peosta conducted a community survey to gauge the community’s views & concerns 
regarding the possibility of data center development in Peosta. The survey was open from July 22nd 
2026 to August 28th, 2026. The survey asked eight questions: name, Peosta residency status, three 
multiple-select questions on ordinance priorities, concerns, and perceived benefits; a single-select 
question on overall position; a 0–10 support rating; and one open comment field addressed to the 
City Council. 

The survey received 470 responses. Every response is included in this report. Respondent names 
have been removed and no individual is identified.  

Who Responded 
The first question asked respondents to describe their residency within or near Peosta. The results 
were: 

Are you a City of Peosta resident? 0% 100%     

City of Peosta resident   
 

291  ·  61.9% 
Thunder Hills, Thunder Ridge or the 
Burds subdivision 

  
 

51  ·  10.9% 

Nearby rural area with a Peosta 52068 
mailing address 

  
 

66  ·  14.0% 

Outside Peosta and the immediate area   
 

62  ·  13.2% 
   

How This Report Is Organized 
The results are presented three times, for three progressively wider groups of respondents: 

● Section 1 — Peosta residents only (291 responses). 

● Section 2 — Peosta residents plus respondents in Thunder Hills, Thunder Ridge, the Burds 
subdivision, or the nearby rural area with a Peosta 52068 mailing address (408 responses). 

● Section 3 — all responses received (470 responses). 

 

A Note on Numbers 

Most of the questions in this survey allowed respondents to select more than one option. 
Additionally, many respondents discussed more than one issue on questions where open 
comments could be submitted. Because of this, the total percentages of each question will total 
more than 100%. 

  



Section 1. Peosta Residents Only 
This section reports only the responses of people who identified themselves as City of Peosta 
residents.  

Question 1. Most Important Issues for the Ordinance to Address 
The City of Peosta is working on a data center ordinance. What do you view as the most important issues for Peosta’s data 
center ordinance to address? (Select at least 1, up to 3) 

Issue — share of 291 respondents 0% 100%  

Protecting the local water supply   
 

180  ·  61.9% 
Protecting water quality   

 

131  ·  45.0% 
I don't think data center developers 
should receive public incentives from the 
City of Peosta 

  
 

122  ·  41.9% 

Keeping electricity costs down   
 

104  ·  35.7% 
Controlling noise pollution   

 

103  ·  35.4% 
Ensuring the electric grid isn't 
overburdened 

  
 

63  ·  21.6% 

Ensuring transparency with any proposed 
projects 

  
 

43  ·  14.8% 

Controlling light pollution   
 

24  ·  8.2% 
Ensuring proper zoning and setbacks   

 

11  ·  3.8% 
10 respondents used the write-in field to say that all of the listed issues mattered to them, and 41 used it to raise 
something else — most often health effects, property values, traffic, or a request for an outright ban. 

Question 2. Biggest Concerns About a Data Center in Peosta 
What are your biggest concerns of a data center being constructed in Peosta? (Select at least one, up to three) 

Concern — share of 291 respondents 0% 100%  

It will lower my property value   
 

126  ·  43.3% 
It will use too much local water   

 

109  ·  37.5% 
It will contaminate local water   

 

102  ·  35.1% 
It will negatively impact local air quality   

 

83  ·  28.5% 
It will cause too much noise pollution   

 

82  ·  28.2% 
It will cause people to leave Peosta   

 

73  ·  25.1% 
It will raise my electric bills   

 

72  ·  24.7% 
It will cost taxpayer money   

 

52  ·  17.9% 
It will increase the risk of electricity 
blackouts for households 

  
 

41  ·  14.1% 



The process of a data center development 
will not be transparent 

  
 

32  ·  11.0% 

The construction will cause too much 
disruption in town and wear roads down 

  
 

15  ·  5.2% 

An additional 11 respondents wrote in that every listed concern applied to them, and 26 wrote in a concern not on the list. 

Question 3. Perceived Benefits of a Data Center in Peosta 
What do you view as the main benefits of a data center being constructed in Peosta? (Select at least one, up to three) 

Benefit — share of 291 respondents 0% 100%  

Wrote in: no benefit at all   
 

171  ·  58.8% 
It will create property tax revenue   

 

52  ·  17.9% 
It will allow more of my cloud data to be 
stored in the United States instead of 
foreign countries 

  
 

41  ·  14.1% 

It will create jobs   
 

40  ·  13.7% 
It drives investment in and grows the 
regional economy 

  
 

19  ·  6.5% 

It will benefit national security   
 

15  ·  5.2% 
It will diversify the regional economy   

 

8  ·  2.7% 
It will bring more residents to Peosta   

 

2  ·  0.7% 
It will increase nearby property values   

 

1  ·  0.3% 

Question 4. Overall Position 
Select the option that best describes your view. 

Position — share of 291 respondents 0% 100%     

Opposed to data center development in 
Peosta 

  
 

254  ·  87.3% 

Open to it, depending on type and scale, 
and if the ordinance addresses my 
concerns 

  
 

32  ·  11.0% 

Support data center development in 
Peosta 

  
 

5  ·  1.7% 

 

 

 

 



Question 5. Support Scale (0–10) 
On a scale of 0–10, with 0 being strongly oppose, 5 being neutral, and 10 being strongly support, what is your view 
toward data center development in Peosta? 

Grouping — share of 291 respondents 0% 100%  

Oppose (0–4)   
 

264  ·  90.7% 
Neutral (5)   

 

9  ·  3.1% 
Support (6–10)   

 

18  ·  6.2% 
 

FULL DISTRIBUTION 
Rating — share of 291 respondents 0% 100%  

0  strongly oppose   
 

233  ·  80.1% 
1   

 

13  ·  4.5% 
2   

 

7  ·  2.4% 
3   

 

7  ·  2.4% 
4   

 

4  ·  1.4% 
5  neutral   

 

9  ·  3.1% 
6   

 

5  ·  1.7% 
7   

 

5  ·  1.7% 
8   

 

3  ·  1.0% 
9   

 

1  ·  0.3% 
10  strongly support   

 

4  ·  1.4% 

Question 6. Open Comment to the City Council 
What would you most want the City Council to know as it considers this issue? 

226 of 291 respondents in this section (78%) left a written comment. The chart below groups 
those comments by subject. Comments frequently raised more than one subject and are counted in 
each theme they touch, so the percentages total more than 100%.  

Theme — share of 226 comments 0% 100%   

Water supply, quality, and system 
capacity 

  
 

51  ·  22.6% 

Loss of small-town character, farmland, 
and quality of life 

  
 

31  ·  13.7% 

Opposition / requests for an outright ban 
or moratorium 

  
 

28  ·  12.4% 

Traffic, roads, and construction impacts   
 

26  ·  11.5% 
Health effects on residents and children   

 

23  ·  10.2% 



Trust, transparency, and responsiveness 
of the Council 

  
 

23  ·  10.2% 

Electric rates, grid capacity, and utility 
costs 

  
 

18  ·  8.0% 

Disputed economic benefits and job 
claims 

  
 

15  ·  6.6% 

Property values and residents leaving   
 

15  ·  6.6% 
Noise and low-frequency sound   

 

14  ·  6.2% 
Requests for research, siting limits, and 
strong ordinance language 

  
 

12  ·  5.3% 

Tax incentives, TIF, and fiscal exposure   
 

10  ·  4.4% 
Air quality and emissions   

 

8  ·  3.5% 
 

  



Section 2. Peosta Residents and the Immediate Peosta Area 
This section adds respondents who are not inside the corporate limits but live immediately adjacent 
to them — in Thunder Hills, Thunder Ridge, or the Burds subdivision, or in the nearby rural area 
with a Peosta 52068 mailing address.  

Question 1. Most Important Issues for the Ordinance to Address 
The City of Peosta is working on a data center ordinance. What do you view as the most important issues for Peosta’s data 
center ordinance to address? (Select at least 1, up to 3) 

Issue — share of 408 respondents 0% 100%  

Protecting the local water supply   
 

248  ·  60.8% 
Protecting water quality   

 

181  ·  44.4% 
I don't think data center developers 
should receive public incentives from the 
City of Peosta 

  
 

161  ·  39.5% 

Controlling noise pollution   
 

156  ·  38.2% 
Keeping electricity costs down   

 

139  ·  34.1% 
Ensuring the electric grid isn't 
overburdened 

  
 

95  ·  23.3% 

Ensuring transparency with any proposed 
projects 

  
 

58  ·  14.2% 

Controlling light pollution   
 

37  ·  9.1% 
Ensuring proper zoning and setbacks   

 

16  ·  3.9% 
An additional 12 respondents used the write-in field to say that all of the listed issues mattered to them, and 61 used it to 
raise something else — most often health effects, property values, traffic, or a request for an outright ban. 

Question 2. Biggest Concerns About a Data Center in Peosta 
What are your biggest concerns of a data center being constructed in Peosta? (Select at least one, up to three) 

Concern — share of 408 respondents 0% 100%  

It will lower my property value   
 

173  ·  42.4% 
It will use too much local water   

 

158  ·  38.7% 
It will contaminate local water   

 

147  ·  36.0% 
It will negatively impact local air quality   

 

120  ·  29.4% 
It will cause too much noise pollution   

 

118  ·  28.9% 
It will cause people to leave Peosta   

 

96  ·  23.5% 
It will raise my electric bills   

 

92  ·  22.5% 
It will cost taxpayer money   

 

67  ·  16.4% 
It will increase the risk of electricity 
blackouts for households 

  
 

54  ·  13.2% 



The process of a data center development 
will not be transparent 

  
 

46  ·  11.3% 

The construction will cause too much 
disruption in town and wear roads down 

  
 

24  ·  5.9% 

An additional 13 respondents wrote in that every listed concern applied to them, and 49 wrote in a concern not on the list. 

Question 3. Perceived Benefits of a Data Center in Peosta 
What do you view as the main benefits of a data center being constructed in Peosta? (Select at least one, up to three) 

Benefit — share of 408 respondents 0% 100%  

Wrote in: no benefit at all   
 

241  ·  59.1% 
It will create property tax revenue   

 

65  ·  15.9% 
It will allow more of my cloud data to be 
stored in the United States instead of 
foreign countries 

  
 

54  ·  13.2% 

It will create jobs   
 

54  ·  13.2% 
It drives investment in and grows the 
regional economy 

  
 

26  ·  6.4% 

It will benefit national security   
 

17  ·  4.2% 
It will diversify the regional economy   

 

10  ·  2.5% 
It will bring more residents to Peosta   

 

3  ·  0.7% 
It will increase nearby property values   

 

2  ·  0.5% 

Question 4. Overall Position 
Select the option that best describes your view. 

Position — share of 408 respondents 0% 100%  

Opposed to data center development in 
Peosta 

  
 

364  ·  89.2% 

Open to it, depending on type and scale, 
and if the ordinance addresses my 
concerns 

  
 

38  ·  9.3% 

Support data center development in 
Peosta 

  
 

6  ·  1.5% 

Question 5. Support Scale (0–10) 
On a scale of 0–10, with 0 being strongly oppose, 5 being neutral, and 10 being strongly support, what is your view 
toward data center development in Peosta? 

Grouping — share of 408 respondents 0% 100% n  ·  % 
Oppose (0–4)   

 

371  ·  90.9% 
Neutral (5)   

 

13  ·  3.2% 
Support (6–10)   

 

24  ·  5.9% 



FULL DISTRIBUTION 
Rating — share of 408 respondents 0% 100%  

0  strongly oppose   
 

326  ·  79.9% 
1   

 

18  ·  4.4% 
2   

 

12  ·  2.9% 
3   

 

11  ·  2.7% 
4   

 

4  ·  1.0% 
5  neutral   

 

13  ·  3.2% 
6   

 

7  ·  1.7% 
7   

 

5  ·  1.2% 
8   

 

4  ·  1.0% 
9   

 

1  ·  0.2% 
10  strongly support   

 

7  ·  1.7% 

Question 6. Open Comment to the City Council 
What would you most want the City Council to know as it considers this issue? 

320 of 408 respondents in this section (78%) left a written comment. The chart below groups 
those comments by subject. Comments frequently raised more than one subject and are counted in 
each theme they touch, so the percentages total more than 100%. 

Theme — share of 320 comments 0% 100%  

Water supply, quality, and system 
capacity 

  
 

70  ·  21.9% 

Opposition / requests for an outright ban 
or moratorium 

  
 

47  ·  14.7% 

Loss of small-town character, farmland, 
and quality of life 

  
 

46  ·  14.4% 

Health effects on residents and children   
 

32  ·  10.0% 
Traffic, roads, and construction impacts   

 

32  ·  10.0% 
Trust, transparency, and responsiveness 
of the Council 

  
 

31  ·  9.7% 

Noise and low-frequency sound   
 

28  ·  8.8% 
Electric rates, grid capacity, and utility 
costs 

  
 

24  ·  7.5% 

Property values and residents leaving   
 

23  ·  7.2% 
Disputed economic benefits and job 
claims 

  
 

21  ·  6.6% 

Requests for research, siting limits, and 
strong ordinance language 

  
 

16  ·  5.0% 



Tax incentives, TIF, and fiscal exposure   
 

12  ·  3.8% 
Air quality and emissions   

 

9  ·  2.8% 
 

  



Section 3. All Respondents 
This section reports every response received, including the 62 respondents who indicated they do 
not live in Peosta or the immediate area. 

Question 1. Most Important Issues for the Ordinance to Address 
The City of Peosta is working on a data center ordinance. What do you view as the most important issues for Peosta’s data 
center ordinance to address? (Select at least 1, up to 3) 

Issue — share of 470 respondents 0% 100%  

Protecting the local water supply   
 

287  ·  61.1% 
Protecting water quality   

 

215  ·  45.7% 
I don't think data center developers 
should receive public incentives from the 
City of Peosta 

  
 

186  ·  39.6% 

Controlling noise pollution   
 

178  ·  37.9% 
Keeping electricity costs down   

 

151  ·  32.1% 
Ensuring the electric grid isn't 
overburdened 

  
 

111  ·  23.6% 

Ensuring transparency with any proposed 
projects 

  
 

67  ·  14.3% 

Controlling light pollution   
 

40  ·  8.5% 
Ensuring proper zoning and setbacks   

 

16  ·  3.4% 
An additional 13 respondents used the write-in field to say that all of the listed issues mattered to them, and 72 used it to 
raise something else — most often health effects, property values, traffic, or a request for an outright ban. 

Question 2. Biggest Concerns About a Data Center in Peosta 
What are your biggest concerns of a data center being constructed in Peosta? (Select at least one, up to three) 

Concern — share of 470 respondents 0% 100%  

It will use too much local water   
 

186  ·  39.6% 
It will contaminate local water   

 

185  ·  39.4% 
It will lower my property value   

 

177  ·  37.7% 
It will negatively impact local air quality   

 

154  ·  32.8% 
It will cause too much noise pollution   

 

144  ·  30.6% 
It will cause people to leave Peosta   

 

104  ·  22.1% 
It will raise my electric bills   

 

100  ·  21.3% 
It will cost taxpayer money   

 

74  ·  15.7% 
The process of a data center development 
will not be transparent 

  
 

60  ·  12.8% 



It will increase the risk of electricity 
blackouts for households 

  
 

57  ·  12.1% 

The construction will cause too much 
disruption in town and wear roads down 

  
 

28  ·  6.0% 

An additional 15 respondents wrote in the every listed concern applied to them, and 55 wrote in a concern not on the list. 

Question 3. Perceived Benefits of a Data Center in Peosta 
What do you view as the main benefits of a data center being constructed in Peosta? (Select at least one, up to three) 

Benefit — share of 470 respondents 0% 100%  

Wrote in: no benefit at all   
 

285  ·  60.6% 
It will create property tax revenue   

 

70  ·  14.9% 
It will allow more of my cloud data to be 
stored in the United States instead of 
foreign countries 

  
 

62  ·  13.2% 

It will create jobs   
 

59  ·  12.6% 
It drives investment in and grows the 
regional economy 

  
 

28  ·  6.0% 

It will benefit national security   
 

19  ·  4.0% 
It will diversify the regional economy   

 

11  ·  2.3% 
It will bring more residents to Peosta   

 

3  ·  0.6% 
It will increase nearby property values   

 

2  ·  0.4% 

Question 4. Overall Position 
Select the option that best describes your view. 

Position — share of 470 respondents 0% 100%  

Opposed to data center development in 
Peosta 

  
 

424  ·  90.2% 

Open to it, depending on type and scale, 
and if the ordinance addresses my 
concerns 

  
 

40  ·  8.5% 

Support data center development in 
Peosta 

  
 

6  ·  1.3% 

Question 5. Support Scale (0–10) 
On a scale of 0–10, with 0 being strongly oppose, 5 being neutral, and 10 being strongly support, what is your view 
toward data center development in Peosta? 

Grouping — share of 470 respondents 0% 100%  

Oppose (0–4)   
 

431  ·  91.7% 
Neutral (5)   

 

13  ·  2.8% 



Support (6–10)   
 

26  ·  5.5% 
 

FULL DISTRIBUTION 
Rating — share of 470 respondents 0% 100%  

0  strongly oppose   
 

376  ·  80.0% 
1   

 

22  ·  4.7% 
2   

 

16  ·  3.4% 
3   

 

13  ·  2.8% 
4   

 

4  ·  0.9% 
5  neutral   

 

13  ·  2.8% 
6   

 

7  ·  1.5% 
7   

 

5  ·  1.1% 
8   

 

4  ·  0.9% 
9   

 

1  ·  0.2% 
10  strongly support   

 

9  ·  1.9% 

Question 6. Open Comment to the City Council 
What would you most want the City Council to know as it considers this issue? 

366 of 470 respondents in this section (78%) left a written comment. The chart below groups 
those comments by subject. Comments frequently raised more than one subject and are counted in 
each theme they touch, so the percentages total more than 100%. 

Theme — share of 366 comments 0% 100%  

Water supply, quality, and system 
capacity 

  
 

77  ·  21.0% 

Opposition / requests for an outright ban 
or moratorium 

  
 

52  ·  14.2% 

Loss of small-town character, farmland, 
and quality of life 

  
 

49  ·  13.4% 

Health effects on residents and children   
 

40  ·  10.9% 
Traffic, roads, and construction impacts   

 

35  ·  9.6% 
Trust, transparency, and responsiveness 
of the Council 

  
 

33  ·  9.0% 

Noise and low-frequency sound   
 

31  ·  8.5% 
Electric rates, grid capacity, and utility 
costs 

  
 

26  ·  7.1% 

Property values and residents leaving   
 

25  ·  6.8% 
Disputed economic benefits and job 
claims 

  
 

23  ·  6.3% 



Requests for research, siting limits, and 
strong ordinance language 

  
 

18  ·  4.9% 

Tax incentives, TIF, and fiscal exposure   
 

13  ·  3.6% 
Air quality and emissions   

 

10  ·  2.7% 
 


